Dear SCKF Members: 
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After countless hours of discussion, consultation with various related parties and consideration of the best interests of the kenshi of the Southern California Kendo Federation (“SCKF”), I, James Yamasaki, Manager of the SCKF Team (the “Manager”), respectfully submit the following information regarding the upcoming AUSKF National Championships.

I have selected the following individuals as coaches of Team SCKF. Each of these individuals have represented Team SCKF in the AUSKF Championships and have also had great success at numerous World Kendo Championships.

· Men’s Coach: Brandon Harada
· Women’s Coach: Song Yi Choi (SCKF Board Selection)

· Head Coach / Youth Boy’s Coach: Christopher Yang (SCKF Board Selection)
· Team Training / Youth Girl’s Coach: Shuntaro Shinada

· Mudansha Coach: Kevin Huh
I would also like to provide the following information regarding the selection of each of the 1) Men’s Team; 2) Women’s Team; 3) Senior Youth Boy’s Team; 4) Junior Youth Boy’s Team; 5) Senior Youth Girl’s Team; 6) Junior Youth Girl’s Team; 7) Seniors Team; 8) Mudansha Team; and 9) Jr. Youth Program.  The process for the selection will be as follows:

· Eliminations Tryouts:  The SCKF Elimination Tryouts will be held on October 31 or November 14, 2010.  Four (4) members for each of the Men’s Team and Women’s Team, three (3) members of each of the Senior Youth Boy’s Team, Junior Youth Boy’s Team, Senior Youth Girl’s Team, Junior Youth Girl’s Team, Seniors Team, and the Mudansha Team will be selected via the Elimination Tryouts.  
· Manager and Coaches Recommendations:  Three (3) members will be selected to the Men’s Team and two (2) members for the Women’s Team by the manager and coaches. Also, there may be up to two (2) members for the Senior Youth Boy’s Team, Junior Youth Boy’s Team, Senior Youth Girl’s Team, Junior Youth Girl’s Team, and Mudansha Team selected by the Manager and Coaches. The Junior Youth Program members will also be selected by the manager and coaches. This concept of Manager and Coaches Recommendations will be implemented for the following reasons:
· The Manager/Coaches strongly believe that training attitude and intensity during practice should be rewarded, and would want the ability to select certain kenshi based on the moral, emotional and motivational contributions such kenshi would bring to the SCKF Team.  

· Due to the fact that the SCKF Team will be chosen almost ten months before the actual U.S. Championships, this system will allow the Manager/Coaches to select kenshi that have the potential to develop, improve and prove their skills and dedication to the Manager through the numerous SCKF practices to be held in 2010-2011.
· This system emulates the selection process for the U.S. National Kendo Team and the top kendo powers in the world, including Japan and Korea.  
· Women’s AUSKF Champion:  Song Yi Choi, the current Women’s AUSKF Individual Champion, will be automatically selected to the Women’s Team in order to 1) defend her respective title and 2) avoid the unnecessary elimination of other top SCKF kenshi.

	DIVISIONS

	Team Members
	MENS
	WOMENS
	SENIOR YOUTH BOYS
	JUNIOR YOUTH BOYS
	SENIOR YOUTH GIRLS
	JUNIOR YOUTH GIRLS
	SENIORS
	MUDANSHA

	Selected by Eliminations
	4
	4
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3

	Manager /Coach Selection
	3
	2
	up to 2
	up to 2
	up to 2
	up to 2
	0
	up to 2

	Eligibility
	16 years old & over / AUSKF member for 3 years from date of tournament
	16 years old & over / AUSKF member for 3 years from date of tournament
	16 - 18 years old              
	12 - 15 years old
	16 - 18 years old
	12 - 15 years old
	50+ years old
	19 years and older, 1 kyu and under, men and women combined











Respectfully submitted,






















James Yamasaki









Manager, SCKF
