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2012 Mori Hai kendo tournament
january 22, 2012

Sponsored by Southern California Kendo Federation

Hosted by Torrance Kendo Club

Master of Ceremonies: John yamamoto sensei
Playing of the National Anthem

Welcome Address: Tim yuge sensei, sckf president, arthur murakami sensei, auskf president
introduction of guests: John Yamamoto sensei
return of perpetual trophies
Pledge of the Competitors: Yoshiyuki goya, ocb dojo
Rules and Regulations: Takeshi Yamaguchi Sensei, Chief Judge:

Kata Demonstration:
Uchitachi-Minoru Sakae Sensei, Sho Tokyo Dojo
Shitachi-Katsuhide Kinjo Sensei, Covina Dojo

Iaido demonstration:
Dennis Ralutin, OCB Dojo
Narbeh Bagdasarian, PJCI Dojo

tournament:

All Kyu Divisions:
0-6 Kyu, 5-4 Kyu, 3-1 Kyu, Womens Kyu, Adult Kyu.
Regulation:  3 Minutes, Encho:  2 Minutes,  Hantei (Except for Semi Finals and Finals)
All Yudansha Divisions:
1-2 Dan, 3-4 Dan, 5Dan and up, Womens Dan, seniors
Regulation:  4 Minutes, Encho: 2 Minutes,  Hantei (Except for Semi Finals and Finals)

Kyu divisions:
0-6 kyu, 5-4 kyu, 3-1 kyu, womens kyu, adult kyu

Dan divisions:
womens dan, seniors

Lunch Break
Mohan Keiko:  TBA

dan divisions:
1-2 dan, 3-4 dan, 5 dan & above

closing ceremony



www.eanet.com/SCKF

Photograph courtesy of the Los Angeles Times- 
Torao mori sensei with students in Centinela Valley. Originally published in the los angeles times, july 13, 1958.

 A passion for kendo and fencing made Torao Mori sensei not only a legendary swordsman, but also the father of modern kendo in the United 
States. A champion kendoist, Olympic-caliber fencer/coach, and actor, Mori Sensei promoted kendo in many forms. The Mori Hai Tournament, held every 
three years, honors his dedication, spirit, and love of kendo.
 Born in Kiryu, Gunma Prefecture, Japan, on June 21, 1914, Mori Sensei began studying kendo in the second grade and eventually became 
captain of the school’s kendo team. He won the Japan National Kendo Championship while in his teens. At this time he also began studying fencing, 
concentrating on the sabre due to its similarity to the kendo katana. His dream was to become a member of the Japanese Olympic fencing team in the 
1940 games.
 Mori sensei came to the U.S. in 1939 as a reporter for the Rafu Shimpo newspaper. Tirelessly promoting kendo, he taught and performed dem-
onstrations all along the West Coast. In 1940 he returned to Japan to prepare for the Olympics, but World War II shattered his Olympic dreams. Mori 
sensei actively pushed to remove the ban on kendo and other martial arts in Japan after the war. Saying “there is nothing wrong with kendo,” his efforts 
were instrumental in helping lift the ban.
 Returning to the U.S. in 1948, he met the challenge of reviving kendo in the U.S. with the same determination. As a technical director for films 
and television, he prepared actors like Peter Ustinov, Claire Bloome, and Rod Steiger for their swashbuckler roles. He appeared on the Johnny Carson 
Show and worked on films such as House of Bamboo and the Broadway production of Rashomon. An accomplished swordsman, Mori sensei’s fencing 
skills led a ladies fencing team to a national title. His Olympic dreams were finally realized when he coached the U.S. Olympic fencing team to victory in 
the 1964 Tokyo Olympics.
 In 1950 he and others established the Kendo Federation of the United States (KFUSA), and later Nanka Yudansha Kai, which was renamed the 
Southern California Kendo Federation (SCKF) in 1959. In 1957 he was awarded hanshi, a special title for individuals who have attained the rank of 8 dan 
or higher. At the time of his award, Mori sensei was the youngest person ever to receive the honor. Mori sensei passed away on January 8, 1969 at the age 
of 55. His wife Junice, daughter Jeannie, and son Chris still reside in Southern California. Mori sensei’s dedication and spirit remains the foundation of 
American kendo.  Southern California Kendo Federation strives to perpetuate his memory with the triennial Mori Hai Tournament.


