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PROGRAM
(The taiko sound wil l  officially open the tournament)

Master of Ceremonies:			   Mr. Brian Olson, SCKF 1st V.P.
Playing of the National Anthem
Welcome Address :				   Mr. Tim Yuge, SCKF, President
Introduction of Guests :			   Mr. Brian Olson, SCKF, 1st V.P.
Greetings:					     Mr. Hiro Suzuki, Kubota Nikkei Mortuary	
Pledge of the Competitors :		  Mr. Scott Chang, San Diego Kendo Bu	
Rules and Regulations : 			   Mr. Masashi Shikai,  Chief Judge
Kendo Kata : 				    Uchitachi- Mr. Takeo Tabuchi  3Dan, Gedatsu Dojo
						      Shitachi-Mr. Wataru Matsumoto 3Dan, Gedatsu Dojo
Iaido Demonstration :			   Ms. Shana Toh, Iaido 2 dan, Muso Shinden Ryu,
						      Norwalk Dojo

TOURNAMENT RULES AND REGULATIONS

TIME LIMIT:
Kyu groups:  3 min., 2 min. extension,  Hantei (except 
semifinal & finals.)
Dan groups;  4 min., 2 min. extension, Hantei (except 
semifinal & finals.)

GROUPS:
(**Not Allowed in all Kyu groups: Jodan, Nitto, Tsuki. Hidari-do allowed 
ONLY in Adult Kyu and Dan groups.)
**0-6Kyu (13 & under )
**5-4 kyu Group 1 & 2
**3-1 kyu Group 1 & 2
**Adult Kyu 18 & over, Group 1 & 2
**Womens Kyu 14 & over
Womens Dan
1-2 Dan Group 1 & 2
3 Dan and Above Group 1 & 2
Senior A group ( 50-59 )
Senior B group ( 60 and above )

Tournament sponsored by:
Kubota Nikkei Mortuary

Hosted by Torrance Kendo Club

Special Thank You to:
Mazkiya USA
Kendo Style

Maruyama Kendo
Mr. Dave Dills and the Staff of the Dee Hardison Sports Center

Perpetual Trophy Categories

Junior Youth Kyu  (5~4 kyu & 0~6 kyu)
1st & 2nd place winners from 0~6 kyu will compete against 

winners of 1st & 2nd place winners from Group 1 & 2 of 
5~4 kyu 

Senior Kyu Perpetual Trophy
1st & 2nd place winners from Sr. Youth will play 1st & 2nd 

place winners of Adult Kyu for Sr. Kyu Perpetual trophy

Womens Kyu & Womens Dan Group
1st & 2nd place winners from group 1&2 will compete for 

trophy

Yudansha Group
The following will compete in special final tournament:

1st& 2nd place from 1-2 dan group 1-2
1st & 2nd place from 3 dan & above group 1-2



	 	 Yutaka Kubota sensei was one of the pio-
neers of Kendo in the United States.  Through 
his love of Kendo and through his dedication 
to the community, Kubota sensei has helped 
to establish this martial art in Southern Cali-
fornia and, through his legacy, continues to 
support Kendo for the benefit of future gen-
erations. 

	 	
	 	 Kubota sensei was born in November 1898 

in Shizuoka, Japan.  He immigrated to Amer-
ica as a teenager and attended Inglewood 
High School in Los Angeles.  After graduat-
ing from high school, he sought higher learn-
ing and attended the University of Southern 
California in 1922. Kubota sensei  became 
proficient in Kendo as a teen.  In 1917, he at-
tained the rank of shodan in Kendo in Japan.  

	 	
	 	 He continued his Kendo training after im-

migrating to the U.S.  In August 15, 1924, 
he won first place in Kendo at the Los An-
geles YMCA-sponsored Los Angeles-Japan 
Championships featuring a variety of sports 
and martial arts.  He received his 2nd dan in 
1925.  He showed his leadership skills when 
he organized a Kendo team in Southern Cali-
fornia in June 1927.  In 1928, he received 3rd 
dan.  He attained 4th dan in 1931 and 5th dan 
in 1935.  In June 27, 1936, he participated in 
the First Japan – Southern California Kendo 
Tournament. 

	
	 When World War II broke out, Kendo was 
banned in the United States.  In 1942, Kubota sensei joined the U.S. military and was sent to Santa Fe, New Mexico.  That year, his family 
was sent to a relocation camp first to Santa Anita, then to Colorado.  After the war, they moved back to Los Angeles. Several years after 
the war ended, Kubota sensei was again allowed to practice Kendo.  He continued to rise in rank:  in 1952, he achieved 6th dan.  In August 
10, 1953, he helped organize and participated in the Nisei Week Kendo Tournament.  One year later, in November 1954, he became a U.S. 
citizen.  In 1958, he received kyoshi 7th dan.  	

	 Kubota sensei was ambitious not only in Kendo, but also in business.  He worked in the areas of agriculture and in insurance 
through the years.  In May 1956, he joined a partnership of an enterprise which later became the Kubota Nikkei Mortuary.  In 1968, Kubota 
received the degree of hanshi, and in 1970, he received 8th dan. Kubota sensei’s long and continuous service to the Japanese American 
community was recognized in Japan in April 1973, when he received Japan’s prestigious Fifth Class Order of the Sacred Treasure.  
In August 1973, he became a Nisei Week Pioneer Awardee for his dedication to the community.  Also, in December 1978, he 
received the All Japan Agricultural Red and White Medal of Honor.  In 1984, as one of the Little Tokyo Pioneers, he participated 
in the celebration of the Little Tokyo 100th Anniversary. Kubota sensei passed away in November 1990.
	
	 Through his estate and through the Kubota Nikkei Mortuary, Kubota sensei has provided generously for the continuous 
support of the Southern California Kendo Federation.
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T o u r n a m e n t  C o m m i t t e e  E x e c u t i v e  T e a m :
Tournament Chair:SCKF 2nd VP: Mr. Jamie Inouye

Program Coordinator:SCKF 1st VP: Mr. Brian Olson
Sponsorship/Vendor Chair:SCKF 3rd VP: Mr. Brandon Harada

Committee Member:SCKF Exec. Sec.: Mrs. Jean Kodama
Finance Chair:SCKF Treasurer: Mr. Kevin Abe

Volunteer Coordinator Chair: Mr. Katsuhide Kinjo
Public Relations Coordinators: Mr. Kohjiro Kinno, Mr. James Yamasaki

Advisor to Tournament Committee: Mr. Minoru Sakae

T o u r n a m e n t  C o m m i t t e e  T e a m :
Participant Coordinator: Mr. Yuji Hosokawa                           
Court Set-up Coordinator: Mr. Tomoji Kato
Logistics Coordinator: Mr. Ted Yoshimura
Court Duty Coordinator: Mr. William Honda
Refreshment Coordinator: Mr. William Honda             
Reception Area Coordinator: Mrs. Taeko Yang 

Bento Coordinator: Mrs. Fumiyo Hori  
Trophy and Awards Coordinators: Mr. Brandon Harada & Mr. Kevin Huh

Records Coordinator: Dr. John Yamamoto, Mr. Brian Olson & Mrs. Jean Kodama 

T o u r n a m e n t  J u d g e s :
Advisor(s): Mr. Maki Miyahara

Mr. Yun-Chun Huang
Mr. Takeshi Yamaguchi
Mr. Ichiro Murakami

Chief Judge: Mr. Masashi Shikai
Court Judges: Mr. Atsushi Hori

Mr. Kazuharu Arima
Mr. Morihei Henmi
Mr. Jae Wook Park

Mr. Hiroyoshi Hosokawa
*Mr. Katsuo Chinen
*Mr. Takao Shoraku

*alternate court judge

www.eanet.com/SCKF


